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CONFIDENTIAL BEIRUT 1906 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINS, PINT, MILL ASEC, LE 

SUB J : LEBANESE SITUATION, APRIL 5, 1978, 1200 LOCAL 
REF: BEIRUT 1855 (DTG 040952Z APR 78) 

1 . BEGIN SUMMARY. THE CEASEFIRE CONTINUES TO HOLD GENERALLY. 
SIILASVUO AND ERSKINE VISITED BEIRUT. SOVIETS REPORTEDLY 
VOICED SUPPORT FOR PLO IN SOUTH. A TOKEN FORCE OF LEBANESE 
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GENDARMES TOOK UP POSITIONS ON THE HIGHWAY BETWEEN TYRE AND 
SIDON. UN FORCES TOTALLED 1348 MEN. PLO URGED SOUTHERNERS 
TO RETURN TO THEIR VILLAGES. COMILLE CHAMOUN CALLED FOR A NEW 
U.N. RESOLUTION. NEXT SITREP APRIL 7. END SUMMARY. 

2. MILITARY SITUATION. 
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THE CEASE FIRE CONTINUES TO HOLD GENERALLY, BUT SPORADIC 
SHOOTING CONTINUES. ON APRIL 4 UNIDENTIFIED GUNNERS, PRESUMED 
TO BE PALESTINIANS, FIRED MORTAR ROUNDS WHICH LANDED NEAR THE 
POSITIONS OF NORWEGIAN U.N. TROOPS GUARDING THE KHARDALI BRIDGE 
AS WELL AS IN MARJ'UYUN, TWO MILES WEST, BUT CAUSED NO CASUALTIES. 
CHRISTIAN MILITIAMEN IN MARJ'UYUN RETURNED THE FIRE. 

3. U.N. OFFICIALS VISIT. 

A. U.N. MIDDLE EAST COMMANDER ENSIO SIILASVUO AND UNIFIL 
COMMANDER EMANUEL ERSKINE PAID A ONE-DAY VISIT TO LEBANON ON 
APRIL 4. 

B. SIILASVUO MET WITH FOREIGN AND DEFENSE MINISTER BOUTROS 

AND ARMY COMMANDER KHOURY AND TOLD REPORTERS THAT NO DATE HAD 
BREN SET FOR LEBANESE ARMY UNITS TO DEPLOY SOUTH, OTHER THAN 
"AT THE EARLIEST POSSIBLE TIME." HE ALSO SAID THAT THE 
"TIMETABLE FOR ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL HAS NOT BEEN FINALIZED YET." 
SIILASVUO AVOIDED GIVING DIRECT ANSWERS TO REPORTERS' QUESTIONS 
ABOUT SOME LEBANESE CALLS TO INCREASE UNIFIL'S STRENGTH AND 
MISSION. 

C. BOUTROS SAID THAT THE TALKS WITH SIILASVUO HAD YIELDED 
"TANGIBLE PROGRESS" ON ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL AND THE ESTAB- 
LISHMENT OF LEBANESE AUTHORITY IN SOUTH LEBANON. HE SAID UNSC 
RESOLUTION 425 MUST BE IMPLEMENTED, "BECAUSE ON ITS IMPLEMEN- 
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TATION DEPENDS THE RAISON D'ETRE, THE EXISTENCE AND THE FUTURE 
OF THE U.N., NOT TO MENTION THE LEBANESE PEOPLES' ABILITY TO 
FORM A STATE AND TO CONTINUE TO EXIST." 

D. GENERAL ERSKINE VISITED THE FRENCH CONTINGENT IN TYRE. HE 

SAID CONTROL OF THE QASIMIYAH BRIDGE WAS "A HIGHLY POLITICAL ISSUE." 

4. SOVIET SUPPORT FOR PLO VIEW OF 425. 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE DAILY IKE ON APRIL 5 FRONTPAGED STORY SAYING THAT 
UNSPECIFIED "SENIOR DIPLOMATIC SOURCE" IN BEIRUT HAD TOLD REUTERS 
THAT THE SOVIET UNION PLEDGED FULL SUPPORT FOR PALESTINAIN COM 
MANDERS WHO REFUSED TO TURN OVER THEIR POSITIONS IN SOUTH LEBANON 
TO UNIFIL. THE SOURCE SAID THAT THE SOVIETS SHARED THE PLO'S 
SUSPICIONS THAT U.S.-SPONSORED UNSC RESOLUTION 425 AND UNIFIL 
WOULD BE USED TO HAMPER PALESTINIAN OPERATIONS IN SOUTH LEBANON 
RATHER THAN TO SUPERVISE ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL. 

5. GENDARMES MOVE SOUTH. 

THIRTY LEBANESE GENDARMES MOVED SOUTH TO TAKE UP POSITIONS ALONG 
THE COASTAL HIGHWAY BETWEEN TYRE AND SIDON. THE GOVERNMENT HAS 
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ADVERTISED THIS AS ITS FIRST STEP IN TRYING TO ASSERT ITS SOVER 
EIGNTY OVER SOUTH LEBANON. 

6. UNIFIL ACTIVITIES. 

A. ACCORDING TO A STATEMENT RELEASED BY SECRETARY-GENERAL WALD- 
HEIM IN NEW YORK, THE U.N. FORCES IN LEBANON AS OF APRIL 2 TOTALLED 
1,348 MEN, BROKEN DOWN AS FOLLOWS: 

627 FRENCHMEN 

224 SWEDES 

216 NORWEGIANS 

195 IRANIANS 

68 OFFICERS FROM ILMAC 
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18 CANADIANS 

B. ON APRIL 5 AFP REPORTED A FRENCH OFFICER HAS BEEN APPOINTED 
AS DEPUTY COMMANDER OF UNIFIL. 

7. PLO URGES SOUTHERNERS TO RETURN. 

ACCORDING TO PALESTINE NEWS AGENCY (WAFA), "SEVERAL PALESTINIAN 
POPULAR AND TRADE UNIONS CALLED ON ALL LEBANESE AND PALESTINIAN 
SOUTHERNERS TO RETURN TO THEIR HOMES, CAMPS AND VILLAGES, IN ORDER 
TO FOIL ISRAEL S OBJECTIVE OF GRADUALLY DEPOPULATING, ANNEXING AND 
JUDAIZING THE SOUTH. . . . THE UNIONS PROMISED THAT 
ANY FAMILY WISHING TO RETURN TO THE SOUTH WILL BE GUARANTEED ALL 
FORMS OF HELP, AND THAT THE SOUTH WILL BE RE-BUILT." COMMENT: 
ACCORDING TO RELIABLE SOURCE, ABOUT 60 PERCENT OF THE PALESTINIAN 
REFUGEES IN SIDON HAD RETURNED TO THE TYRE AREA AS OF APRIL 3 UNDER 
PLO PRESSURE (SEPTEL). END OF COMMENT. 

8. CHAMOUN DEMANDS BROADER U.N. RESOLUTION. 

NLP LEADER CAMILLE CHAMOUN ON APRIL 4 DEMANDED A REVISION OF U.N. 
SECURITY RESOLUTION 425. HE SAID, "THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE GOV- 
ERNMENTS OF CERTAIN BIG POWERS AND 

THE GOVERNMENT OF LEBANON LED TO THE ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION 
WHICH DEALS WITH PART OF THE SOUTH AND IGNORES THE OTHER MAJOR 
PART IN WHICH MOST OF THE PALESTINIAN FORCES AND THEIR ALIEN ALLIES 
ARE GATHERED THREATENING PEACE. THE ONLY WAY TO REMEDY THIS 
SITUATION IS TO RECONSIDER THE SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION AND 
BRING IN MORE FORCES CAPABLE OF BARRING THE PRESENCE OF ANY ELE- 
MENTS WHO POSE A THREAT TO PEACE." (CHAMOUN AND PIERRE GEMAYEL 
HAVE CONSISTENTLY CRITICIZED UNSC RESOLUTION 425 FOR FAILING TO 
DEAL WITH THE ARMED PALESTINIAN PRESENCE IN LEBANON.) 
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9. OUR NEXT SITREP WILL BE ON FRIDAY, APRIL 7, AND ON MONDAYS, 

WEDNESDAYS AND FRIDAYS THEREAFTER, UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. 

PARKER 
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